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1 for every single red flag that that's true.

2 Q. Okay.

3 A. I don't think it is.

4 Q. And then the last set of material we've

5 marked as Exhibit 17, can you tell me what those are?

6 A. Exhibit 17 is a number of pages, 22 pages

7 to be specific, again, for Exhibit 17 that are diagrams

8 and graphics of exemplar vehicles and the damaged

9 vehicles involved in this matter.

10 Q. Mr. Arndt, would it be easier for us to

11 mark those as separate pages, either by adding an

12 alphanumeric designation or by simply numbering the

13 pages?

14 A. Well, I think that's very much dependent

15 on how we end up using them here in the depo. My

16 suspicion is we probably will use them, and it might be

17 a good idea to be more specific about the numbering.

18 Q. All right. I will do that, then.

19 The next folder is Exhibit 4, which is

20 DaimlerChrysler Corporation Supplemental Responses to

21 Request for Production of Documents. Have you reviewed

22 the folder?

23 A. Not carefully.

24 Q. Okay. Then we move to box number 2, which

25 indicates that you have a copy of a Notice of
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1 Deposition, a subpoena to Mr. Stevens. Then there is a

2 file marked Affidavit, but there's an indication that

3 there aren't any in the file?

4 A. That is correct.

5 Q. Okay. What is 17?

6 A. Just a moment, please.

7 17 are newspaper stories or articles.

8 Q. In file folder number 17, there is an

9 article from the Atlanta Journal Constitution on

10 Sunday, February 25, 2001, which includes a picture of

11 the scene taken from some sort of aerial point of view

12 as the fire was still burning?

13 A. That is correct.

14 Q. And it indicates that Mr. Stevens ordered

15 a copy of that or a reprint of that.

16 Do you know if that is in your file?

17 A. I haven't seen it, but let's take a look

18 and see if it's in CD format on the --

19 MR. FRYHOFER: Ms. Lawrence says it came

20 off the WSB video, that what he has came off the WSB

21 video.

22 THE WITNESS: No, I don't have it.

23 MS. OWENS: Okay.

24 THE WITNESS: Maybe I should put those

25 back in the file.
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1 MS. OWENS: Well, I want to see what they

2 are.

3 THE WITNESS: I know, but I was going to

4 get them in the right file jacket.

5 MS. OWENS: Okay.

6 THE WITNESS: I'm just trying to keep the

7 organization in place. It did come out of file

8 jacket 21.

9 MS. OWENS: All right. Well, we're coming

10 up to 21.

11 Q. BY MS. OWENS: We have in file 18 -- it

12 says Weather Reports, but there's no indication that

13 it's actually in your file.

14 A. That's correct.

15 Q. 19 is the MVMA data for the '91 Cherokee,

16 the '88 Thunderbird, and '96 Camry?

17 A. Correct.

18 Q. 20 is entitled Parts Log Sheets, but

19 there's no indication there's actually anything in the

20 file?

21 A. That's correct.

22 Q. Okay. 21 is videotapes, CDs, and other

23 media, and that's the one we were just looking at, I

24 believe, correct?

25 A. That is correct.
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1 Q. All right. And there are five CDs in this

2 file, one of which is a CD from Georgia Aerial Surveys?

3 A. Yes.

4 Q. Have you reviewed that?

5 A. We have a number of copies of that, and I

6 have reviewed it on the screen, on electronic screen.

7 Q. Is it your understanding that the material

8 on that CD was transferred to the CD which Mr. Stevens

9 made up and brought with him to his deposition

10 yesterday?

11 A. You'd have to look at the index to be

12 certain of that. I think he told me that the aerials

13 were there and he had rectified them all. So I assume

14 they're all there. I did not look specifically myself.

15 Q. Okay. Then there is a CD that says it is

16 SEFA photographs numbers 1 through 222?

17 A. That's correct.

18 Q. Are those those prints?

19 A. Apparently, yes. I thought they were

20 taken by 35-millimeter, but either we had them scanned

21 or we have a digital disc. I'm a little uncertain

22 right now now that I see that note.

23 Q. And there's also a disc or CD labeled SEFA

24 photographs 223 to 337?

25 A. That's correct.
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1 Q. And then there's the disc that contains

2 the scanned images of the Atlanta police photographs?

3 A. That is correct.

4 Q. Is that a duplicate of that CD which we

5 discussed earlier?

6 A. I don't know. We'd have to check it.

7 Q. Okay. And, lastly, there's a CD that says

8 Produced by Crash Test, Produced by DaimlerChrysler?

9 A. Yes.

10 Q. So you have -- are these the actual

11 reports versus the videos or films?

12 A. I think they're photos. I didn't look at

13 that. I looked at all the videos --

14 Q. Okay. So you haven't looked at any of the

15 actual reports --

16 A. -- whatever.

17 Q. -- of the crash tests?

18 A. Whatever are in the file I've looked at in

19 terms of printed copy. There are some -- they may be

20 all sled tests, if I remember correctly.

21 Q. All right. And in terms of the crash

22 tests, you have looked at the video but not the still

23 photographs, if any?

24 A. No. I've only looked at the videos.

25 MS. OWENS: Okay. Well, what I'm going to
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1 do is I'm going to go ahead and mark three of these CDs

2 as exhibits. And I'm going to mark the CD that is

3 labeled SEFA digital photos 1 through 222 as

4 Exhibit 19, the CD that is labeled SEFA photographs 223

5 to 337 as 20.

6 (Exhibits Nos. 19 and 20 were marked for

7 purposes of identification.)

8 MS. OWENS: Did I produce this on this

9 format for y'all, or --

10 MS. LAWRENCE: You produced it in that

11 format.

12 MS. OWENS: Then I don't need this

13 anymore, and I'm putting that back in your folder.

14 Q. BY MS. OWENS: Okay. Mr. Arndt, we've

15 made significant progress here. Let's see if we can

16 get through the books of the Bible before we take a

17 break.

18 22, 23, 24, autopsy reports for Lynne,

19 Nicole, and John Belli, correct?

20 A. Yes.

21 Q. Have you reviewed those?

22 A. Only very quickly.

23 Q. Okay. 25 indicates it is the title

24 history of the accident vehicle; is that correct?

25 A. I don't recall whether it's title history
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1 or not. It's the title. It may be the history.

2 No, it's the only page, so I guess it's

3 just the title.

4 Q. 26 indicates that it is a vehicle outline

5 on plastic?

6 A. Yes.

7 Q. And it's not in -- there's no file

8 number 26 in here?

9 A. No. It's in storage in our office.

10 Q. Okay. Is that a great big piece of

11 plastic that you put the vehicle on top of and traced?

12 A. That's essentially -- that's the essence

13 of it, yes.

14 Q. Okay. And what use have you made of that?

15 A. Well, in the final -- it was an interim

16 step in assessing the damage. In the final analysis,

17 we've ended up using the digitized information, so it's

18 redundant at this time.

19 Q. All right. Item 27 is the deposition of

20 Mr. Brennan, correct?

21 A. Yes.

22 Q. And you reviewed that?

23 A. Only briefly.

24 Q. Anything in it you rely upon in support of

25 any of your opinions?
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1 A. No.

2 Q. File number 28 is a deposition of

3 Dr. Kiesel, the medical examiner. Have you reviewed

4 that?

5 A. I only went over it quickly. I reviewed

6 Joe Burton's depo, primarily.

7 Q. Okay. Anything in Dr. Kiesel's deposition

8 that you rely upon in support of any of your opinions?

9 A. Nothing that I recall.

10 Q. Okay. File folder 29 is Plaintiffs'

11 Responses to Requests for Production.

12 Have you reviewed that?

13 A. No.

14 Q. 30 is, I believe, the deposition of

15 Gilberg. Have you reviewed that?

16 A. Yes.

17 Q. Anything in it you rely upon in support of

18 any of your opinions?

19 A. No.

20 Q. 31 is the deposition of Dr. Burton. Have

21 you reviewed that?

22 A. I have.

23 Q. Is there anything there that you rely upon

24 in support of any of your opinions?

25 A. It's information. I didn't really use it
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1 for my opinions.

2 Q. Okay. What information did you find

3 significant?

4 A. The nature of the internal burn injuries,

5 I think, are consistent with a very rapid fire in a

6 vehicle. To that extent I used it.

7 Q. Okay. Then we have a file number 32,

8 which, I believe, is various materials related to Ron

9 Kirk?

10 A. That is correct.

11 Q. And we have two rolls of his photographs

12 of the scene, numbers -- Roll A and Roll B.

13 A. Correct.

14 Q. And then exhibits to his deposition,

15 including Exhibits 5, 16, 26H, 15, and his deposition

16 itself?

17 A. Yes.

18 Q. And three sets of materials that were not,

19 apparently, marked as exhibits, or these are duplicate

20 copies containing information regarding the Cherokee,

21 the Thunderbird, and the Camry?

22 A. That's correct.

23 Q. Okay. Have you reviewed Mr. Kirk's

24 deposition?

25 A. I have.
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1 Q. And you've marked certain pages of it with

2 the yellow stickies; is that correct?

3 A. That's correct.

4 Q. Are those the important parts?

5 A. Those are the parts that I thought

6 provided specific information about the accident, as I

7 reviewed it.

8 Q. Okay.

9 A. I should say as he reconstructed it.

10 Q. Okay. Now, in the back of the box in

11 unlabeled folders are a series of Chrysler documents,

12 and there is an index to these. Have you reviewed

13 those documents?

14 A. I went over them briefly.

15 Q. Do any of them support -- do you rely upon

16 any of them to support any of your opinions in this

17 case?

18 A. Provide background information only.

19 MS. OWENS: All right. I'm going to mark

20 the index as Exhibit 21 to your deposition.

21 (Exhibit No. 21 was marked for purposes of

22 identification.)

23 Q. BY MS. OWENS: Now, have we gone through

24 just about everything that there is to go through?

25 A. I hope so. I believe we have.
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1 MS. OWENS: Okay. Want to take a break?

2 THE WITNESS: Sounds like a good idea to

3 me.

4 (A recess was taken from 11:17 a.m.

5 to 11:30 a.m.)

6 MS. OWENS: I went through and marked the

7 digitization diagrams as 17A through 17V, so each page

8 is individually marked.

9 MR. FRYHOFER: Were there some other ones

10 that were marked in a separate exhibit yesterday?

11 THE WITNESS: Yes.

12 MS. OWENS: There were. They were in the

13 working file -- investigative file of Mr. Stevens.

14 MR. FRYHOFER: Okay.

15 And let me also mention that the AutoCAD

16 data of the exemplar and the crashed vehicles has been

17 produced to you on compact disc so you can make your

18 own diagrams from anything on there. And the

19 plaintiffs can take that data and make other diagrams,

20 as well, aside from the ones that are printed. So

21 everybody has the same data that they're working from.

22 MS. OWENS: Okay.

23 Q. BY MS. OWENS: Mr. Arndt, I mentioned sort

24 of at the beginning of this deposition that we have

25 been provided a supplemental interrogatory response
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1 where you were identified as an expert and certain

2 areas of testimony that you would be expected to give

3 or outline. Do you recall that?

4 A. I do.

5 Q. And one of the -- one of the areas that

6 you were asked -- strike that.

7 One of the areas that it indicated that

8 you will testify about is other similar incidents of

9 fuel tank failure and the notice those would have

10 provided to a reasonable automotive manufacturer.

11 Have you reviewed any material regarding

12 alleged other similar incidents?

13 A. Not specifically. I only have some

14 knowledge of other accidents.

15 Q. Okay. Have you reviewed any material in

16 this case or produced in this case relating to Jeep

17 Cherokee accidents that you believe are similar to the

18 Belli accident?

19 A. Have I produced anything in this case?

20 Q. No, sir. Let me rephrase it.

21 Have you reviewed anything in this case

22 related to a Jeep Cherokee accident you believe is

23 similar -- substantially similar to the Belli accident?

24 A. I don't think I've reviewed any specific

25 accidents for this case.
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1 Q. Okay. And I think you indicated that you

2 had some general knowledge or understanding that would

3 relate to the topic that was described in the

4 interrogatory response?

5 A. Yes.

6 Q. Tell me what that would be, sir.

7 A. Well, I have, over the years, examined a

8 number of accidents involving this vehicle -- or a

9 vehicle that is made by Chrysler that has very similar

10 design features as this particular vehicle. And that's

11 what I would rely upon.

12 Q. Do you have specific information regarding

13 those prior investigations, such as the vehicle type?

14 A. I'd have to see if I could locate that.

15 Q. The accident date?

16 A. All of that information would have to be

17 defined.

18 Q. The accident location?

19 A. Exactly.

20 Q. Could you go back in your files and find

21 that?

22 A. It's possible.

23 Q. Have you been asked to do that?

24 A. I don't know that we've had any discussion

25 about that.
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1 Q. So would it be fair to say that, as of

2 today, you do not intend to testify regarding any

3 specific accident and the details of that accident as

4 being similar or substantially similar to this

5 accident?

6 A. I do not have any specific information

7 about any other accident in the file that I would

8 testify about.

9 Q. And so, as of today, it is not your intent

10 to talk about specific other accidents?

11 A. Other than what's contained in my general

12 memory, my general memory of those accidents. But

13 nothing beyond that.

14 Q. And I think you've indicated to me, but I

15 want to be sure, that your memory will not allow you at

16 this point in time to testify regarding specific

17 details of those prior accidents?

18 A. I can't do that.

19 Q. Okay. Have you done any testing for this

20 case, Mr. Arndt?

21 A. No.

22 Q. Have you been asked to do any testing?

23 A. No.

24 Q. Have you suggested any testing?

25 A. No.

EA12-005- Chrysler -011888



50

1 Q. Have you reviewed any testing from any

2 other source that you rely on in this case?

3 A. None other than that which has been

4 produced by Chrysler.

5 Q. Okay. What are your fees that you're

6 charging in this matter as of today?

7 A. For general investigation

8 work/consultation, I charge $400 per hour. For

9 testimony, either by deposition or trial, I charge

10 $500 an hour.

11 Q. And how long has that been your rate -- or

12 your rates?

13 A. It's hard to say. A couple years, maybe.

14 Q. Do you have in front of you over there

15 Exhibit 4 from Mr. Stevens' deposition?

16 A. I do.

17 Q. And that's a police accident report file?

18 A. Yes.

19 Q. Do you have Exhibit -- what exhibit -- the

20 correspondence file is what exhibit?

21 A. 21.

22 Q. Okay. Does that contain, insofar as you

23 know, all of the bills that have been charged by

24 SEFA -- strike that.

25 Does that contain, to your knowledge, all
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1 of the invoices submitted by SEFA or any affiliated

2 person, such as Mr. McDowell?

3 A. This contains all of the invoices

4 submitted by SEFA. I don't believe that we billed on

5 behalf of Mr. McDowell. I believe that he submitted

6 his own bills, but -- usually, that's the way it is. I

7 didn't check the file to make sure that was the

8 situation here.

9 Q. Okay.

10 A. And that is all that's in here as far as

11 invoices are concerned.

12 Q. Do you keep time records?

13 A. Yes.

14 Q. Are they included in that exhibit, or

15 elsewhere in your file today?

16 A. Specific time records are not included in

17 the billing. It's only an aggregate of the time.

18 Q. How many prior occasions have you been

19 retained by the Butler firm?

20 A. I can't say with certainty, but I've

21 worked with the Butler firm a fair amount over the last

22 ten years.

23 Q. Would it be more than ten --

24 A. Probably 12, now that I think about it.

25 The first case that I worked on, I think it was in
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1 1990.

2 Q. And have the prior cases involved General

3 Motors pickup trucks?

4 A. Quite a number of them have. The majority

5 of the cases have been associated with the General

6 Motors light truck fire issues.

7 Q. The CK.

8 A. The CK truck, yes. There are some

9 exceptions.

10 Q. Do you recall what those other vehicles

11 were?

12 A. This one, of course. There was a Butler

13 matter, Nelda Sue Butler.

14 Q. That was a full-size van?

15 A. Van.

16 That was -- there was a couple of others,

17 three, maybe four. A couple Ford fire cases, and --

18 Q. And did you say "Ford"?

19 A. Yeah, Ford. Yes, Ford.

20 And there may have been another General

21 Motors -- I think could have been the X Car case, fire.

22 They've all been fire-related cases. That's the best

23 of my memory.

24 Q. Did any of the prior cases with the Butler

25 firm involve a midship tank design?
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